
	
  

 

THE END OF VIOLENCE 

 
 
The film tells the story of the successful film producer Mike Max (Bill Pullman) who is violently abducted 
from his daily routine in Hollywood one day. But he manages to escape his kidnappers. He finds shelter 
with his mexican gardener and thus he himself becomes one of the countless “invisible hands” that keep 
Los Angeles alive. He tries to find out who is out to kill him and for what reason and how his wife Paige 
(Andie MacDowell) is involved in it. 

In the process, he discovers an Orwell-like world of surveillance, run by information scientist Ray Bering 
(Gabriel Byrne) from the legendary Hollywood observatory. Instead of looking at the stars, he watches the 
city, not knowing that the surveillance technology invented to prevent crime has been degraded to a 
criminal tool of intelligence services. 

“The film is a metaphor for an industry for which the depiction of violence has become a major product. 
Now the city is scared of the spirits it summoned. LA is now trying to protect itself in every perceivable 
way from that which simultaneously drives it so powerfully. 



	
  

THE END OF VIOLENCE 
 
France/Germany/USA 1997 
 
FESTIVALS & AWARDS 
 
1997 German Film Award (Best Director) 
 
FORMAT 
 
Length:  
121 min, 3328 m 
 
Format:  
Super 35mm Eastmancolor; 1:1,235; Dolby Stereo 
Digital 
 
Original Language:  
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