
	

LAND OF PLENTY 

 
 
LAND OF PLENTY tells a story in contemporary America but it shows its flip side: LA is not only the 
capital of the entertainment industry, it is also the U.S.A.’s “capital of hunger”. The film is a political essay 
but also a very emotional family story, full of black humor. The audience sees the country from very 
different perspectives: On the one hand, it is seen through the eyes of a patriotic Vietnam veteran and on 
the other it is shown from the perspective of his niece, an independent young woman. 

Paul, former soldier of the “US Special Forces”, was injured as an 18-year-old in a combat near Long Thanh 
and stills suffers from the aftereffects of the toxin Dioxin (Agent Orange) to which he was exposed more 
than 30 years ago. The September 11 attacks revived his trauma and therefore the ghosts of his past 
return. He is obsessed with the idea of protecting his country against attacks from the inside and engages in 
the “war against terror” as a self-appointed homeland defender. 

Lana is an idealist, searching for her task in the world. In the process, she understands and considers her 
Christianity more and more in striking contrast to the principals of the acting U.S. government. 

By chance, the two witness a murder. A homeless man becomes the victim of a drive-by shooting, a 
seemingly arbitrary act. For Paul it is a hot lead in a conspiracy theory, for Lana it is just another sad 
episode in a world gone to pieces. 

For Lana and Paul the story ends at the place where the American history of the 21st century took a 
dramatic turn: in NY at Ground Zero. 
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